
Nassau County Library Association  

Executive Board Meeting Minutes  

Nassau Library System 

October 18, 2019 

 
In Attendance: James Hutter, Emily Trezza, Cara Howfield, Peter Cirona, Maryann Ferro, 

Syntychia Kendrick-Samuel, Kaysha Watson-Phillips, Barbara Carlson, Camille DiPietro, Roseanne 

Dorfman, Connie Stanga, Joshua Firer, Jacklyn Kunz, Janice Cosenza, Frank McKenna, Arthur 

Friedman, Pamela Pagones, Jan Heinlein, Mamie Eng, Stacey Mencher, Chris Marra, Min Liu, Jody 

Brower, Roseanne Dorfman   

 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Vice President James Hutter at 9:38 AM.   

 
I.      Review and Approval of the Previous Minutes and Notes 

a. Barbara Carlson moved to accept the Minutes; Kaysha Watson-Phillips seconded the 

motion.  The minutes were accepted.      

 
II.       Treasurer’s Report: Cara Howfield   

a. The following is the October Treasurer’s Report: 
  Treasurer's Report    

  October 2019    

   September 30, 2019 

   Balances 

Checking Account      

TD Bank    $12,379.42   
      

Savings      

TD Bank Checking Account    $32,311.34  
      

    $44,690.76  
      

Special Funds      

      

Intellectual Freedom/Civil Service      

TD Bank Money Market    $10,535.15  

      

NCLA Scholarship      

TD Bank Money Market    $39,746.45  

      

Continuing Education Grants      

TD Bank Money Market    $12,396.42  
      

Year to Date Income-thru September 30, 2019   $38,870.90  

      

Year to Date Expenditures-thru September 30, 2019   $19,791.01   
        

Respectfully submitted      

      

Cara Howfield       

NCLA Treasurer      

      



 

b. The tax exempt form is available for those who need one.  
c. TD Bank referral form is attached in Appendix C.  If you open an account and use this referral 

code, NCLA gets a donation.   
d. Roseanne Dorfman moved to receive the Treasurer’s Report. Connie Stanga seconded the 

motion. The report was received.  
e. There was a question about there being two checking accounts, it was investigated that the 

saving’s checking account is a Money Market and generates interest.  
 

III.       President’s Report:  Valerie Acklin (No Report) 

a. We received a thank you letter from the Pleasant Valley Free Library thanking us for our 
contribution.  Frank McKenna participated in the half-marathon to raise funds.   
 

IV.     DIVISION REPORTS 
 

a.   Academic & Special Libraries –  Alexandra Janvey (Absent/No Report)    

 

b.    Children’s  Services  –  Jaclyn Kunz   

i. We are hosting a quail egg hatching program.  This is similar to the chick incubation 

however the quails will be released into the wild to help with the tick population.  

ii. We are looking for volunteers to host storytimes at the LI Headstart centers.   

 
c. Media Services –  Camille DiPietro  

i. We had approximately 25 attendees to the showing of The Public on July 7.  

ii. We had no attendees to the Shorts on the Beach program. Initially, I had the dates 

confused and that could have been a contributing factor to the lack of participants. 

However, I do encourage visiting the movies on the beach and the Long Beach 

International Film Festival. The shorts were entertaining and the setting can’t be beat. 

iii. I have scheduled an MDS Board Meeting for October 29th at 9:30 am at NLS. 

iv. I have been in touch with Kelly Leung, a board member of the Long Island Music Hall 

of Fame, in reference to visiting NLS and having a program here. It appears it will be 

sometime in late November or December as scheduling permits. 

 

d.  Programming & Public Relations – Roseanne Dorfman  

i. Registration is now open for the PR unConference being held on Tuesday, December 3 

at NLS. We are currently working on getting a speaker. It is a joint program with RASD 

and NLS.  

ii. We have a full slate of officers for 2020.  

 

e.   Reference & Adult Services – Joshua Firer   
i. Our next meeting will be at NLS on Wednesday, November 6th at 9:30AM 

ii. Our Annual Author Breakfast program went very well. We had about 20 

attendees. Riley Sager, our featured speaker, was engaging, friendly, and 

entertaining. Thanks to the Syosset Public Library for hosting us. 

iii. We have a full slate of candidates for next year's RASD board, we will be 

sending out ballots shortly. 

iv. We are in the process of planning our 3rd Annual Unconference. 

f. Support Staff Division –  Connie Stanga   

i. We are currently working on our annual Roundtable meeting that will be held on 

Wednesday, October 23 at NLS at 9:30 a.m.  Free for NCLA members and $15 for 

non-members.  There are about 55 people signed up.  WE will have a panel who will 

answer questions.  



ii. On November 13 we have the annual Fall Trip to the Westbury Manor.  It is a 

luncheon with the show “Guys and Dolls.”  There will be no bus, everyone is to meet 

at the Manor.  The cost is $45 for members and $60 for non-members.   
 

       g.   Young Adult Services – Janice Cosenza  

i. The YASD Installation Brunch will take place on Thursday, December 5 at Syosset 

Library.  Our guest speaker is acclaimed YA Author Tiffany Jackson.    

ii. The information for our annual Excellence in Young Adult Services Awards is 

forthcoming. Prizes will be given for Most Innovative Teen Program, Successful 

Teen Community Service Program and Teen Display of the Year.  All are encouraged 

to enter. Prizes will be awarded at the YASD Installation Brunch. 

iii. We still have some open positions for next year’s YASD Board. If you or someone 

you work with is interested, please have them contact me or our Nominating Chair 

Lisa Dobra from the Bethpage Library.  The division is currently looking for a 

treasurer.    

iv. Our next meeting will take place next Thursday, October 24 at 9:30am at the Syosset 

Public Library 
 

V.      COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

a.   Annual Dinner –  Dalal Fatoush (Absent), Chris Marra, and Barbara Mickowski (Absent)  
i. The dinner is Thursday, November 21st from 6 to 10 p.m. $55 for members.   

ii. DJ is ready and so is the plaque.   
iii. The menu has been created.    
iv. Suggestion from attendees was for more dancing time.    
v. A reminder to all divisions that a raffle basket will be requested for the dinner.   

 
b.  Archives –  Stuart Schaeffer (Absent / No Report) 

 

c.   Civil Service –  Ken Bellafiore   
i. MLD/NCLA Civil Service Representative Group met with Martha Krisel and several 

staff members of the Nassau County Civil Service Commission on Thursday, October 
10, 2019. 

ii. After introductions, it was announced that Debbie Welt was just promoted to Deputy 
Executive Director of NCCSC. 

iii. Many topics were discussed, including: 
1) The institution of e-mail canvassing of lists – Procedures are still in the works, 
with questions about valid e-mails, legality of e-mails, and documentation 
requirements. 
2) Separate P/T vs. F/T canvass lists – Librarians who take P/T positions can request 
to be reinstated to a list, but this is not true for clerks. NCCSC gave little hope that 
separate lists were possible. 
3) Recanvassing Procedures – Libraries have received different answers about re- 
canvassing lists so NCCSC agreed to prepare clear guidelines for re-canvassing. 
4) Need for Clerks vs. Clerk-Typists – Although typing is not needed by most library 
circulation staff, it will continue to be tested by NCCSC because other county 
municipalities still need typing and Civil Service is streamlining titles and plans to 
institute a new title, Office Service Assistant I, instead of Clerk-Typist. 
5) The need for a streamlined promotional process – There was extensive discussion 
about promotional paths, pro-active requests for lists in advance of openings, and 
provisional appointments until a promotional appointment can be made. 
6) The current Librarian II list expires at the end of 2020, so NCCSC probably will 
not open a new exam for Librarian II until the middle of 2020. 



7) Results of the New York State examinations for Library Director, Assistant 
Director, promotional Librarian III, and promotional Librarian II will probably be 
announced shortly. Results of the Librarian I examination will take longer to 
announce since more people took that exam. There was extended and heated 
discussion about NCLA’s workshops on the Librarian I examination and completing 
the online application. This topic will need further discussion. 
8) E-mail Transmission of Templates for Staff Rosters – Instructions to send staff 
rosters with complete social security numbers without encryption via e-mail was 
question. Martha Krisel informed the group that the IT Department has developed a 
work-around by setting up secure FTP transmission for municipalities. 

iv. A discussion about civil services reaction to the information sessions ensued. Civil 
service was very upset about the hosting of these sessions and had numerous issues 
that will need to be addressed.  These information sessions will be revisited with 
NCLA.   
 

      d.  Computers and Technology Committee –  James Hutter   
i. Technology Petting Zoo and Brew:  A joint meeting with the Emerging 

Librarians Committee entitled "Tech Petting Zoo and Brews" will take place on 
Friday, November 8th - 7:00pm at the Port Washington Public Library. The purpose 
of this event will be for libraries in Nassau County to show off one or two simple tech 
items that they think new librarians should be aware of. Items such as Virtual Reality, 
3D printers, robots, Augmented Reality, and others. After our 1 hour session, we will 
be moving to Finn MacCool's, which is the bar next door, for a networking event.  

ii. The Internet is Dark and Full of Terrors: We are thrilled to announce that members of 
our committee, the Pop Culture Committee, and SCLA will be presenting “The 
Internet is Dark and Full of Terrors” at both NYLA and PLA 2020. We are beyond 
excited. If you are attending either or both of these events, please consider dropping 
in to support your colleagues.  
 

e. Constitution & Bylaws –  Frank McKenna (No Report)  
 

i. Continuing Education –  Peter Cirona and Lee Gundel (No Report) 

 

g.   Directory –  Art Friedman  

i. Waiting for the printing to come back from the printer.  It will be bright orange.  
 

h.  Emerging Librarians –  Georgina Rivas and Pam Pagones   
i. We had a meeting on Monday, October 7th where we finalized the flyer for our 

Technology Petting Zoo & Brew event on Friday, November 8th at 7pm at Port 

Washington Public Library. There will be CEU’s award for the educational part of this 

activity.  Flyers have been sent out, please feel free to share with colleagues. We have a 

few people registered thus far.  

ii. Our next meeting is December 16th at 7pm at the Farmingdale Public Library.  

 

i.   Finance –  Jan Heinlein  (Absent / No Report) 
i. The budget vote will take place in November.     

 
j.   Health Services –  Jeanne Strausman (Absent) 

i. The MedlinePlus and Nutrition Resources classes were well attended.  There are still 

some openings for the Genetics Resources class on November 20. Please email me if you 

are interested in attending. 

 

k.  Institutional Services –  Jeanne Lettieri (Absent / No Report) 



 

l.   Intellectual Freedom –  Michael Matuszewski (Absent)  

i. IFC is currently working on programs for NCLA and the Long Island Library 

Conference. 

 

m. LDA Award –  Maryanne Linehan (Absent) and Catherine Barretta (No Report) 
 

n.  Legislation –  Frank McKenna  

ii. February 25th is Library Advocacy Day in Albany.  It is the day before the PLA 

Conference.   

iii. We are in need of volunteers to organize and be bus captains for Advocacy Day this 

year.   
 

o.   Library Staff of Color- Syntychia Kendrick-Samuel  

i. Planning a meeting for late November.  

ii. Planning a January workshop. 

 

p. Long Island Library Conference –  Stacey Mencher  
i. Our latest meeting was October 10th at West Babylon Public Library. 

ii. We are working on getting a keynote speaker for 2020; we have someone interested. 

iii. Program proposals are open! There is a link to the google form on the Long Island 

Library Conference website: https://libconference.org/2019/09/05/call-for-2020-

program-proposals/. Please fill them out and submit them by December 31st. Give us 

as much info as you can about your programs. You can also contact Jeff Baker at 

LILCPrograms@gmail.com for any questions or concerns. 

iv. Association table sign-ups will be available after January. There will be a Google 

form that will be sent to each division and committee. Please send updated contact 

information (of your 2020 boards) to melanie@longwoodlibrary.org.  It will be done 

by Google Forms.   

v. Working on the contract with the Marriot to do both 2020 and 2021 so we can get a 

better deal.  This year will be May 14, 2020.  Tentative date is May 13, 2021. 

vi. The next committee meeting will be Tuesday November 12th, at Great Neck Library.  

vii. For any questions please email me or contact anyone on the LILC committee through 

our contact information on the website. 

viii. Art recommends telling any vendors we work with to contact the LILC for exhibiting. 

ix. Mamie recommended putting the proposal guidelines on the website.  

 

q.  Membership, Promotion, and Mailing –  Art Friedman      
i. It was a slow month for renewals.  There are 838 members of NCLA.  A lot of 

members have not renewed.   

ii. Art will send out emails to remind people to re-join.   

iii. Chris Marra and Frank McKenna make a motion to give lifetime membership for one 

of our members.  The name of this member will be announced in December as the 

lifetime membership will be awarded at the annual dinner.  James Hutter moved to 

change the membership status of the individual to Honorary Life Member.  The 

motion has passed.   

iv. Barbara Carlson moved to transfer $100 from Reserves to the Contingency account, 

seconded by Peter Cirona, to pay for a plaque for the lifetime member.   

 
r.  Mentoring –  Lucia Escobar (Absent) and Chris Marra (No Report)    

 

https://libconference.org/2019/09/05/call-for-2020-program-proposals/
https://libconference.org/2019/09/05/call-for-2020-program-proposals/
mailto:LILCPrograms@gmail.com
mailto:melanie@longwoodlibrary.org


s.    Networking – James Hutter   

i. The Networking Committee is working with the Pop Culture Committee to host a 

Star Wars family event in December. This will be a showing of the final film of the 

new Star Wars trilogy and should be just as fun as our previous events!  

ii. New York for Better Libraries will be conducting a trivia and networking night at the 

NYLA Conference.  

 

t.   Newsletter –  Mamie Eng  
i. The deadline for the December 2019 issue is November 15, 2019.  

 

u.   Nominations –  Laura Giunta (Absent)  
i. The ballots will be going out next week.  

 

v.   Personnel Issues and Professional Concerns – Min Liu (No Report)  
 

w.  Pop Culture –  Jessikah Chautin (Absent)   

i. The flyer for the December 22 Star Wars movie event is forthcoming.   

ii. We will be raffling off an RX Lightsaber. 

iii. Josh Firer inquired about when registration will begin.   
 

x.   Promotions – James Hutter 
i. The Café Press site is live. We have sold $30 worth of merchandise.   

 
y.   Recruitment & Scholarship –  April Earle (Absent/No Report) 
 

z.   Retirees –  Bobbi Benigno  (Absent / No Report) 
 

aa.   Statistics –  Mamie Eng (No Report) 
 
            bb. Webpage –  Catherine Barretta (Absent), Shuqian Zhang (Absent)(No Report) 

i. Janice Consenza mentioned that updates on the website are needed.   
ii. Members may also need Tax exempt forms and W9 forms for program 

expenses.   
 

VI.     LIAISON REPORTS 

a.   Long Island Library Resources Council –  Tim Spindler (Absent)  

i. Report was presented by Min Liu  

ii. October 11th LILRC Annual Conference of Libraries and the Future was a success 

with over 120 attendees and about 30 first-time attendees.   The two morning 

speakers, Lee Raine from Pew Research and David Carroll from the New School, 

were outstanding.  We also brought back the student poster session and had vendors 

at the conference.  
ii. Long Island Reception is on Thursday, November 14th, 6-8pm, at Jacob & 

Anthony's American Grille in Saratoga Springs.  One drink ticket will be 
provided along with hors d'oeuvres and cash bar.  

iii. We would like to thank NCLA, SCLA, Palmer School of LIS and St. John's 
University DLIS for co-sponsoring this annual event at NYLA Annual 
Conference.  Joe Price Agency and Utica Insurance have supported the 
reception since the beginning.  We expect to receive their contributions soon.   

iv. Upcoming events: 
11/4 24th Annual Archives Conference: Marketing Special Collections in the 
21st Century 
11/6 Educate & Entertain: Engaging Patrons Through a Library Podcast  



12/6 Using Community Resources to Enhance Library Programming 
12/18 Webinar:  Ignite the Vibe: Bridging the Gap Between Youth Leadership 
and Literacy presented by Erica Marks, Youth Outreach Program Manager at 
the Cleveland Public Library. 
12/19 LILRC Roundtable Meeting: Veterans Oral History Project 

 

b.  Member Library Directors –  Frank McKenna  

i. There is a new director at the Long Beach Public Library. 

ii. The director at North Bellmore, former NCLA President Thomas Bazzicalupo, has 

retired.  

iii. Baldwin celebrated with a centennial gala and it was great.   

 
c.   Nassau Library System – Nicole Scherer  

i. Nicole thanked NCLA and LILRC for their sponsorship of the legislative breakfast. 

ii. The Great Give Back is tomorrow.  

iii. Upcoming Program: November 19th , Overcoming barriers for those formally 

incardinated.  

iv. Yesterday was an assembly press conference to discuss the McMillian Petition.  

Please continue to share the petition. 

 

d.  Nassau BOCES School Library System – Donna Rosenblum (Absent) 

i. See Appendix D  

 

e.   New York Library Association – Art Friedman  
i. NYLA conference will be taking place beginning on November 13, 2019 in Saratoga.   

 

f.   Suffolk County Library Association – Tim Spindler   
i. SCLA Annual Dinner is at the aquarium in Riverhead on October 24, 2019.  

 

VII.     OLD BUSINESS 
i. Wild Apricot platform:  The platform allows payment for membership online.  

The cost is $1800.00.  
ii. Art questioned why TD Bank was not considered for use.  James Hutter noted 

there were a number of questions that were asked about TD Bank and answers 
were not available. Follow up with TD Bank will occur prior to the next 
meeting.  

iii. It was noted that it is the job of everyone to advocate for new membership.  
iv. It was suggested to have a demonstration of Wild Apricot by LILRC.   

 

III.     NEW BUSINESS 

i. James McHugh noted that Yahoo groups will no longer support uploads for list-

serves.  It will be discussed with NLS to host NCLA list-serve.   

ii. ALA Grant was announced for Herb Biblio.  

 
IX. Adjournment: Maryanne Ferro moved to adjourn. Janice Cosenza seconded the motion. Vice 

President James Hutter adjourned the meeting at 11:32 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Emily Trezza 

  



Appendix C 

 



Appendix D 
 

Nassau BOCES School Library System Report October 2019 
Submitted by Donna Rosenblum - Supervisor 

Nassau BOCES has four professional development liaison meetings every year. Our first one will be this 
Tuesday Oct 22 (attached agenda) and then December 4th 2019, March 11 2020 and May 13 2020. 

 
Workshops already held: 
 
Find It Information Session 
September 12, 2019   3:00pm – 5:00pm  Lupinskie LS2 
Want to find out more about the single sign on service offered by NBSLS?   

Looking for an alternative way to access your databases and / or those provided by NovelNY? 

Join us for an informational session to take a closer look at FindIt including customization options and accessible resources. 

This session is open to anyone looking to make use of their building’s FindIt page, faculty, librarian or administrator.  This session 

will be geared as a general over view not an in-depth look at the databases offered by Novel NY.  Walk-ins will be welcome but make 

certain to sign in if you need credit. 

https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?I=3218889&D=10056 

 
Jove Science 
Sept 25, 2019 9:00 – 11:30    Lupinskie LS3 
Incorporating Science Focused Video Content from Jove into Your Classroom This session will focus on the Jove Science Education 
library and how to use the teaching videos to enhance your instruction. Covering multiple science disciplines, the Science Education 
library provides an excellent way to flip the classroom and help students learn the content by watching high quality science content 
created by the world's first, and only, peer reviewed science journal. In addition to the Science Education library, we will also discuss 
the content provided by Jove's online biology book, Core as well as our new AP focused Lab Manual. 
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?I=3192664&D=10056 

 
Checkology Workshop 
Sept 25, 2019  12:30 to 2:30    Lupinskie LS3 
At News Literacy Project, (NLP), we believe that news literacy is an essential life skill for the 21st century. Since our 
founding in 2008, we have been teaching students how to discern fact from fiction and know what information to trust, 
share and act on. Our goal is for all students to gain the critical-thinking skills they need to be informed and active 
participants in the civic life of their communities. NLP has created a resource called Checkology Virtual Classroom 2.0 
that provides educators with tools to teach their students how to assess the flood of news and other information they 
encounter every day. Checkology offers lessons, along with features that make it even easier for teachers to customize 
the platform to meet their students' needs and students to practice their news literacy skills. 
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?I=3188644&D=10056 

 

 

I was also was on the planning committee for LitFest: a Celebration of Books for Children and Young Adults that 
took place Friday, Sept. 20th at the LI Marriott in Uniondale. What a great event – Renee McGrath did a 
fabulous job as always. 
 

Upcoming  -  
Long Island School Library Systems Fall Institute  
November 5, 2019 at Radisson Hotel – Hauppauge  
8:30am – 3:00pm 

Cost $100.00 
This year's institute will be held at the Radisson Hotel, 110 Vanderbilt Motor Parkway, Hauppauge, NY - November 5, 
2019; 8:30 am - 3:00 pm. The theme for the institute is "S.P.A.R.K. Connections - Chapter 6". This unique professional 
development opportunity for school librarians will cover timely topics of interest. Attendees will develop their knowledge 
from a variety of administrators and colleagues during the course of the day to improve their curriculum and practice for 
the upcoming year. A continental breakfast allows time to talk to colleagues and vendors about the topics of the day in a 
relaxed atmosphere. The morning session for all will be with Dr. Barbara Stripling as we explore the "Re-Imagining 
Information Fluency for our Students." A mid-day lunch and Keynote with Cheryl Wills and afternoon breakout sessions 
will further the learning journey. Please visit the joint School Library Systems LibGuides at 
http://nasboces.libguides.com/FallInstitute for the agenda and other information. 

https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?I=3218889&D=10056
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?I=3192664&D=10056
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?I=3188644&D=10056


NBSLS Liaison Meeting 

Tuesday October 22nd 2019 

Nassau BOCES Robert E. Lupinskie Center 
8:15  Registration  

8:30 Welcome from the Director, Donna Rosenblum 

 

Reworking Fairy Tale lessons 

Natasha Gabrielson & Emily Goroff, Westbury UFSD 

Novel Engineering is a student lead project designed around literature! Our focus is fairytale engineering- students 

analyze various versions of a popular fairy tales and then identify a problem they want to solve. Working in groups 

students use every day materials to construct a solution to their problem, applying the stages of the design process as they 

go. Students design, test, evaluate, and redesign their prototype until they have found success. Novel Engineering not only 

focuses on the design process, but emphasizes collaboration, problem solving, embracing challenges, growth mindset, and 

persistence. 

 

Author Visit with Jen Calonita, Fairy Tale Reform School, Royal Academy and Twisted Tales 

Jen started out her career in the entertainment world that inspired her first series, Secrets of My Hollywood Life. In her 

first middle grade series, Fairy Tale Reform School, (Flunked, Charmed, Tricked, Switched, and Wished) readers explore a 

school run by Cinderella's formerly wicked stepmother. Jen's companion series, Royal Academy Rebels, (Misfits, 

Outlaws) is set in the same kingdom as FTRS. Jen has two books that a part of Disney’s Twisted Tale series. Mirror, Mirror 

poses the question what if the Evil Queen poisoned the prince? In Conceal, Don’t Feel, a Frozen spin -off - What if Anna 

and Elsa never knew each other?  

 

11:30am Lunch (buffet provided by NBSLS) 

 

12:30pm  Learning Commons Discussion – Syosset CSD and Syosset Public Library 

 Sarah Wasser, Kristina Holzweiss, Lynn Ortlieb, David Steinburg, and Sharon Long 

Come learn how to create power partnerships between school and public libraries and foster a paradigm shift in your 
school community where all learners can gather-teachers engaging with each other in conversations about new technology 
and experimenting in their pedagogical practices-students collaborating and creating with each other. Libraries are the 
center of learning so let’s explore our current physical spaces and learning opportunities to foster the educational process 
for all and promote a mindset that embraces a changing global community. 

Next Liaison meeting December 4, 2019. 

 


