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Free Access to Information and 

Ideas -- in Any Form --- Is Under 

Threat Across the Country



We are Living in an 

Era Where Words are 

Outlawed and Books 

are Contraband.



Book Censorship and Deterioration 
of State Support for Libraries is 
Happening Across the World.



Libraries Have Always 

Been a Barometer for 

Our Times. 



Boston Public Library (1848)

Built to create a shared storehouse of knowledge



Carnegie believed that 

literacy and education 

were essential for 

individuals to "lift 

themselves" and achieve 

success

ά!ƴŘǊŜǿ /ŀǊƴŜƎƛŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ 
America, anyone with access to books 
and the desire to learn could educate 
him- or herself and be successful, as 
he had been. Second, Carnegie, an 
immigrant, felt America's newcomers 
needed to acquire cultural knowledge 
of the country, which a library would 
ƘŜƭǇ ƳŀƪŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ (Carnegie Corp.)



In World War II, American 

libraries became centers for 

public information and 

technical education. 

A pro -U.S. poster from World 

War II underscored that 

librarians and books aided in 

the war effort. 

"Books are Weapons in the 

War on Ideas," it says, 

referring to the burning of 

books by the Nazis. 

Quoting Franklin Roosevelt, 

the poster notes: "No man and 

no force can take from the 

world the books that embody 

man's eternal fight against 

tyranny. In this war, we know, 

books are weapons.ò 

ð Patti Clayton Becker



òOn the morning of Aug. 21, 1939, five young Black men entered Alexandriaõs only public library and sat down at 

tables to read books they had selected from the shelves. The head librarian, following the libraryõs ôwhites onlyõ 

policy, called the city manager. He had the five men arrested. They were charged with disorderly conduct, even 

though they did nothing other than read quietly. The charges were not dismissed until 2019, long after the men 

had passed away.ó --  Lisa Guernsey & Jazmyne Owens 

Graphic by Fabio Murgia; photos used with permission from the Alexandria Black History Museum and Howard University's Moorlan d-

Spingarn Research Center; newspaper images from The Washington Tribune.



Libraries reflect and are 

informed by social 

movements 



Libraries Stepped Up and Spoke Out 

to Serve and Educate the Public During the COVID -19 

Pandemic and the Black Lives Matter Movement



History Repeats Itself.

Image from paper by Karen Chambers Dalton



-  Misinformation
- Disinformation
- Information Poverty
- Information Disparity
- Information Redlining
- Information Exclusion
- Information Withdrawal (Censorship)



We are Living on Information Islands 



The US is 
Struggling with 

Low Adult 
Literacy Rates

Á The current US literacy rate is 79%.

Á 68% of US 4th-graders are below 

the optimal reading level 

proficiency

Á Adult illiteracy costs the US up to 

$2.2 trillion each year



This low literacy often 

shows up in low civic 

engagement.

òVoter ôdeclineõ is often 
voter disenfranchisement.ó

               - Melissa Pheterson

òOne in five Americans struggles 
t o  r e a d  E n g l i s h  a t  a  b a s i c  l e v e l ,  
a n d  w i t h o u t  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
r e a d i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g  s k i l l s ,  
e v e r y d a y  t a s k s  c a n  b e  
i n s u r m o u n t a b l e .

F o r  p e o p l e  w h o  s t r u g g l e  t o  r e a d ,  
t h e  e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e s s  c a n  
b e c o m e  i t s  o w n  f o r m  o f  l i t e r a c y  
t e s t  ñ  c r e a t i n g  i m p e n e t r a b l e  
b a r r i e r s  a t  e v e r y  s t e p ,  f r o m  
registration to casting a ballot.ó



There is evidence that contemporary politics has come to 

rely on declines in information access and comprehension



Researchers are finding that 

even when we do access text -

based information, the quality 

and depth of our reading is 

changing which makes us 

more prone to disinformation 

and to information antipathy or 

even aversion

T h e  n e u ro n a l  c i r c u i t  t h a t  
ǳƴŘŜǊƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƛƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 
t o  r e a d  i s  s u b t l y,  ra p i d l y  
c h a n g i n g  -  a  c h a n g e  w i t h  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  fo r  e ve r y o n e  
f ro m  t h e  p re- re a d i n g  
t o d d l e r  t o  t h e  ex p e r t  a d u l t .



Less òmental 

real estateó

According to ResearchGate it takes 
approximately 20 -30% longer to read an 
article online compared to reading the same 
article on paper or within a physical 
magazine



63% Of Internet Traffic Comes 

From Smart Phones.

Over Half Of Adults Get Their News 

From Social Media  



This information glut and infophobia is leading us to 

seek to limit and control information. And to harvest 

our information from familiar, but unreliable channels.



With reading and human literacy on the decline, we 

are seeing the rise of AI -facilitated Machine 

Learning, which compounds these downward trends.

Though our internet world can be 

curated to our desires, they can also 

insulate us from other possibilities



We are Swallowing, 

Rather than Chewing 

Information. 



Which Leads 

Us Back to 

This



And 

Ultimately,  

This



So, How Do We Meet 

This Moment?



I want to offer some lessons Iõm learning from the Civil Rights Movement.



The Kairos Moment

A critical or defining moment, often when challenge 

or crisis offer a chance for breakthrough.



Ȱ)Æ ) ×ÅÒÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅȣÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ !ÌÍÉÇÈÔÙ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÍÅȟ Ȱ-ÁÒÔÉÎ ,ÕÔÈÅÒ +ÉÎÇȟ 
which age would you like to live in ȩȱɀ I would take my mental flight by Egypt through, or 
rather across the Red Sea, through the wilderness on toward the promised land. And in spite 
ÏÆ ÉÔÓ ÍÁÇÎÉÆÉÃÅÎÃÅȟ ) ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÓÔÏÐ ÔÈÅÒÅȢ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÍÏÖÅ ÏÎ ÂÙ 'ÒÅÅÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÁËÅ ÍÙ ÍÉÎÄ ÔÏ 
Mount Olympus. And I would see Plato, Aristotle, Socrates, Euripides and Aristophanes 
assembled around the Parthenon as they discussed the great and eternal issues of reality. But I 
×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÓÔÏÐ ÔÈÅÒÅȢ 

Strangely enough, I would turn to the Almighty and say, Ȱ)Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÌÌÏ× ÍÅ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÆÅ× 
ÙÅÁÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ô×ÅÎÔÉÅÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȟ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÁÐÐÙȢȱ .Ï× ÔÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÓÔÒÁÎÇÅ 
statement to make, because the world is all messed up... Trouble is in the land. Confusion all 
ÁÒÏÕÎÄȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÓÔÒÁÎÇÅ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔȢ "ÕÔ ) ËÎÏ×ȟ ÓÏÍÅÈÏ×ȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÌÙ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÄÁÒË ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÃÁÎ 
you see the stars. 

And ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÍ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ is that we have been forced to a 
ÐÏÉÎÔ ×ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÇÒÁÐÐÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÅÎ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ 

ÇÒÁÐÐÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÍÁÎÄÓ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÃÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÉÔȢ Survival demands 
ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÇÒÁÐÐÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÍȢȱ ɀ Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.



The Kairos 
Moment 
for Civil Rights Icon 
John Lewis

Being denied a library 
card at Troy (AL) Public 
Library.



The Kairos 
Moment 
for Librarian 
Ruth Brown

Fighting for racial 
equality and the 
integration of library 
collections during the 
άaŎ/ŀǊǘƘȅ ŜǊŀΦέ



The Kairos 
Moment 
for Library Outreach 
Trailblazer
Satia Marshall Orange

Coming out of 
retirement to model that 
hate has no place in the 
library.


