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Houston Chronicle

League City to consider library committee after censorship
vote

The League City city council will weigh whether to form a new ‘citizen-led committee 10

a
determine what public library books are obscene. ;RN,NG
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Leon Valley City Council can now ban library books

Leon Valley's elected leaders voted to give themselves the final call.over kst

library materials. e Novels They Wwant
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Flori
|'bo”da teachers told to remove books from classroom
ibraries or risk felony prosecution

Teachers in Manate

av lanatlee 1tV c N

el anatee County, Florida, are being told to make their classroom

\d any other "unvetted” book — inaccessible to classroom libraries —




Free Access to Information and -
Ideas -- in Any Form --- |s Under
Threat Across the Country. -
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[ Publishers Weekly NATIONAL

NEA Literary Grants Terminated, Staff Depart as Trump F__”i“ﬁ':’lE“sT

Proposes Eliminating the Agency
artegov

At least 38 publishers and a number of literary organizations received letters from the
National Endowment for the Arts saying their grants...

4 hours ago

mi NPR
Cultural groups across U.S. told that federal humanities
grants are terminated

Among the thousands of groups affected by the sudden cessation of funds are state
arts councils, museums, historic sites, archives,...

1 month ago

#W The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

Executive order to cut funds for NPR, PBS has station
directors concerned

Directors of National Public Radio stations in Arkansas were trying to determine on
Friday just how President Donald Trump's executive order...

1 day ago




These Words Are Now Discouraged at
Federal Agencies

Agencies have issued guidance to employees on
hundreds of terms. An analysis of government
websites shows many of the same words being
removed from their pages.

3 MIN READ

activism
affirming care
anti-racism
assigned at birth
at risk

biases
biologically male
BIPOC

black and latinx
clean energy
climate crisis
confirmation bias
cultural heritage
DEI

disability
discriminatory
disparity

diverse groups

diversity
equitableness
feminism
gender ideology
Gulf of Mexico
hate speech
implicit bias
inclusiveness
inequalities
injustice
intersectionality
LGBTQ
marginalized
most risk
multicultural
Mx

nonbinary

people + uterus
pregnant people
prejudice
pronouns

racial inequality
sexuality

social justice
socioeconomic
stereotypes
systemic
they/them
transgender
traumatic
unconscious bias
underprivileged
victims




Book Censorship and Deterioration The,. ¥SBSNows
S Coupports Guardian
of State Support for Libraries is

News Opinion Sport Culture Lifestyle

Happening Across the World. TS ————

4
‘Eating away at democracy': book bans , g

in US public schools rise by a third ina '
year |~

LGBTQ+ rights
According to anew study by Pen America, there were 3362 e Afts
instances of book bans in school classrooms and libraries -
withmore than 40% of all cases occurring in Florida rejects calls to restrict graphic

novel Gender Queer

Source: AAP

Palich Cathalic nriests have burned 'sacrilegious' books,
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Third of UK librarians asked to
censor or remove books,
research reveals

Australian classification board Catholic priests burn Harry Potter
books in Poland Asurvey by Cilip shows members of the public using

increasingly threatening behaviour about the removal of
books on empire, race and LGBTQ+ themes

Boardfindsmemoirby Brown-John: Canada experiencing :famous Harry Potter series. Sarah Shaff

Kobabe * iate fe o . .
tollowinganappeal 'Widespread insanity’ of book-

banning

Lioyd Brown-John

3 + Last updated Sep 22, 2023 + 3 minute read

0 The authors whose books were targeted were ‘most frequently female, people of colour and

Thu 20 Apr 2!

In Ontario, Peel District School Board recently found itself immersed in a
bizarre controversy over book removals from school libraries. This led Ontario
Minister of Education Stephen Lecce to describe as “offensive, illogical and
counterintuitive” that board’s removal of books from years past that educate

students on history and antisemitism or are celebrated literary classies.

There is a pathetic mimicking quality to a widespread insanity running rampant
in several America states, notably Florida, where an aspiring 1U.5. presidential
candidate has imposed prospective jail sentences upon teachers and librarians

that host or use books considered offensive.

n books — be they those intended for children or adults — is a blatant form ot assauit

LGBTQ+ individuals' ... a display of banned books in a Barnes & Noble bookshop in Pittsford, New yen fes:i ufbtonSobk wikbe cotmols iy oo ol FHU T GE TN ACES

York State. Photograph: Ted Shaffrey/AP

Lloyd Brown-John




Libnanés Have Always
Been:@alBarometernior
Our Times.
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TYPES OF CARNEGIE LIBRARIES IN IOWA

*“1 fvaam ﬂp;:

Carnegie believed that
literacy and education
were essential for
Individuals to  "lift
themselves™ and achieve
SUCCESS




NPR HISTORY DEPT.

When America's Librarians Went To War

JULY 4, 2015 - 10:03 AM ET

By Linton Weeks

American Library Association volunteers in Paris on Feb. 27, 1919.
Courtesy of the University of Illinois Archives




oOn the morning of Aug. 21, 1939, five young Bl ack men
tables to read books they had selected from the shel ve
policy, called the city manager. He had the five men arrested. They were charged with disorderly conduct, even
though they did nothing other than read quietly. The charges were not dismissed until 2019, long after the men
el banersl s -- Lisa Guernsey & Jazmyne«Owens

Graphic by Fabio Murgia; photos used with permission from the Alexandria Black History Museum and Howard University's Moorlan d-
Spingarn Research Center; newspaper images from The Washington Tribune.






Libraries Stepped Up and Spoke Out

to Serve and Educate the Public During the COVID  -19
Pandemic and the Black Lives Matter Movement

Many turned to librarles during the pandemic for The Uw Tacoma lerary

free WI-FlI and other services. WIIl these

venerable public Institutions get the credit they | S Commltted to

deserve?

| I <

Anti-Racism.

Grounded in Action.

Reinforced bl)'),(

Accountabili

#BlackLivesMatter




IN THE November 9, 1867 issue of Harper's Weekly an editorial on
“Education n the Southern States” stated:

¢ alphabet 15 an abolitionist. If you would keep a people enslaved,
refuse to teach . The despotic spirit which instinctively

disliked free schools also sought to exclude books and newspapers

except for the aristocracy. . .. It struck also at the tongue, It abhorred
free speech. It knew that knowledge 1s power, and 1t trembled.!

Image from paper by Karen Chambers Dalton



- Misinformation
-Disinformation
-Information Poverty
-Information Disparity
-Information Redlining
-Information Exclusion

-Information Withdrawal (Cer



We are Living on Information Islands

Islands in the stream

That is what we are

No one in-betwe’e,n

How can we be wrong?

Sail away with me to another sworld
And we rely on each other, ah-ah

From one lover to another, ah-ah




NH-94.2

The current US literacy rate is 79%. VT-934%

A

68% of US 4th-graders are below
the optimal reading level

proficiency

e , (T-914%
Adult illiteracy costs the US up to , i ik
$2.2 trillion each year DE-89.3%

MD - 88.8%

LITERACY RATE BY RACE/ETHNICITY

Share of Americans Share of non-native
Race/ethnicity with low literacy born

White 35% 2%
Hispanic 34% 24%
Black 23% 3%

Other 8% N/A

24% of Hispanic Americans with low literacy rates are not native-born.
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80%

Share of the
population with low
literacy skills

60 T
Counties with

lower literacy
skills

20

S S

20 40 60 80 100%

Share of the citizen voting-age population that voted

Counties with

¢ lower turnout

Source: Literacy estimate data from the National Center for Education Statistics; election data from Dave Leip’s Atlas
of U.S. Elections (2016 presidential election data) and the U.S. Census Bureau (Citizen Voting-Age Population Estimate,
2016). Note: The low literacy level used in county literacy calculations is defined as the population that is at or below
Level 1in indirect literacy estimates, according to the National Center for Education Statistics. Voter turnout is
p]afirgi as the gtal numtbr °a°t45 in tiach @actton di_videé)y the citizen voting-age population. Graphic by Annie

Waldman




Tihere is evidencedhatcontemponary gpolitics has came tone o
rely amdeclines:niinformation@access andwcomprehensionnsion

$2.5 $1 a week for one year. NEW ?EE)RKER Newsletter Signin _ Q
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“LOW-INFORMATION
VOTERS”

Donald Trump has dominated in Polling qf Peo})le who pay
little attention to Politz'cal news. What do tbe_y hawve to sa_y.?

By Charles Bethea
August 22, 2024




Researchers are finding that
even when we do access text
based information, the quality
and depth of our reading is
changing which makes us
more prone to disinformation
and to information antipathy or
even aversion

Skim reading is the new normal. The effect
on socliety is profound
Maryanrne Wolf

When the reading brain skims tex ts, we e don't have time to grasp
complexity, to unders t;muj anothers 1’1—'!.:‘1]] 125 OT O perceive
beautyv. We need a new literacy for the digital as
The best of 2018: weTe resurfacing some of our top stories of
the past yvear

E UJ —Ie—_'r.:lte' reading brain” lllustration: Sebastien

ook around on your next plane trip. The iPad is the new pacifier for

babies and toddlers. Younger school-aged children read stories on

smartphones; older boyvs don’t read at all, but hunch over video

games. Parents and other passengers read on Kindles or skim a
flotilla of email and news feeds. Unbeknownst to most of us, an invisible,
game-changing transformation links everyone in this picture: the neuronal
circuit that underlies the brain’s ability to read is subtly, rapidly changing - a
change with implications for everyone from the pre-reading toddler to the
expert adult.

As work in neurosciences indicates, the acquisition of literacy necessitated a

new circuit in our species’ brain more than 6.000 years ago. That circuit

evolved from a very simple mechanism for decoding basic information, like

thc_ number of goats in one’s herd, to the IJ['LE-{_IIT_ highly elaborated reading
=] 2 = brain enables the
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According to ResearchGate it takes
approximately 20 -30% longer to read an
article online compared to reading the same
article on paper or within a physical
magazine

“Overall, reading is on the decline,” says Dimitrije Curcic, director
of research for Wordsrated. “Our main hypothesis was that the
attention span of readers (and people in general) is shorter
today.” The cause of this scattered and diminished attention is the
barrage of stimuli that we receive in the current technological
environment, mainly through social networks, applications,
emails and audiovisual platforms, multiple channels that
compete for our attention. Some have called it “infoxication.”

y best-selling books are getting shorter

A study based on lists published by ‘The New York Times’ indicates that the average
e S t length has fallen 51.5 pages, which represents a decline of 11.8%

Why No One’s Reading Most of
Your Content (And How to Fix
the Problem)

( 10 min. read

R Trevin Shirey €@
< VP of Marketing

Between 2000 and 2013, the average attention span of a human being

dropped from W. According to the same study, a
typical office worker checks his or her email around 30 times per
hour, while KPCB's 2013 Internet trends report says that the average
person checks their phone around 150 times per day. Considering all

these factors, why would it be any surprise that 17% of all pageviews on
the Internet last 4 seconds or less? Competition for attention is fierce.




Demographic profiles and party identification of regular social media news
consumers in the U.S.

% of each social media site’s regular news consumers who are ...

Facebook YouTube Instagram X (Twitter) Reddit
Men

Women

Ages 18-29
News consumption on social media

% of U.S. adults who get news _from social media ...

30-49
50-64

65+

Rarely

Some college

Sometimes College+

White
Black
Hispanic

Asian*

Rep/Lean Rep
PEW RESEARCH CENTER
Dem/Lean Dem




Why we must confront our
fear of information

By Donna Joy - Guest Columnist | Jun 21, 2024 E -F L 4

In an era inundated with information, it seems we’ve become paralyzed by fear —
not of the news itself, but of its authenticity. The proliferation of misinformation

and sensationalized reporting has sown seeds of doubt in our minds, making us
question the credibility of every headline that crosses our screens. This fear has led
to a troubling trend: the reflexive dismissal of news, regardless of its veracity.

The Shepherdstown
CHRONICLE

This information glut and infophobia is leading us to
seek to limit and control information. And to harvest
our iInformation from familiar, but unreliable channels.



With reading-and human literacy on the decline, we
are seeing the rise of Al -facilitated Machine

Learning, which compounds these downward trends.

Though our internet world can be
curated to our desires, they can also
insulate us from other possibilities

Ways to Use
Machine Learning

in Marketing Automation

Smart

Sentiment Natural Product
Segmentation Analysis Language Recommendations
Processing

SALESsllmanago



We are ‘Swallowing,
Rather than Chewing
Infermation..




Which Leads
Us Back to
This

/ American Library Association

ALA statement on White House assault on the Institute of
Museum and Library Services FOR OUR LIBRARIES

An executive order issued by the Trump administration on Friday night, March 14, calls
for the elimination of the Institute of Museum and...

1 month ago

lowa Capital Dispatch
Here's what's at stake in lowa’s attack on libraries

"It's not books Republicans really fear, but the empowerment of any child who pulls
open that library door.”

Aug 15, 2024

@@ The South Dakota Standard

Lifelong Sioux Falls librarian: Attacks on libraries by far-right
groups being disguised as protecting kids

These groups keep demonizing our libraries and public schools, calling for ever more
books to be banned. Seldom have they even read the books they want pulled...

Jan 5, 2025

Truthout
The Right's Raid on Libraries Is So Extreme, Even the Dictionary Is Under
Fire

The right to read is under attack. During National Banned Books Week, we fight back.

kSep 26, 2024




Librarians Face a Crisis of Violence and
Abuse - The New York Times

Oct 31, 2024 — Confrontations with library
And patrons have grown frequent and severe enoug...

Ultimately,

Th 1S From School Librarian to Activist: 'The
Hate Level and the Vitriol Is Unreal’

Sep 4, 2024 — "We're seeing increasing attacks
on librarians and libraries, ranging from...

~

¢ The New York Times

& The New York Times

Red states threaten librarians with prison
— as blue states work to ...

Apr 16, 2024 — But the library-friendly measures
are being outpaced by bills in mostly red states...

vp The Washington Post



So, IHow IDo\We\Weet
This Moment?




)
o, { ‘
".\' ‘ ."A%s-;\"n v ) \ »‘4'0\ ‘ \ .

I want to offer some | essons | Oom | ear



The Kairos Moment!
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which age would you like to live in e Dl would take my mental flight by Egypt through, or
rather across the Red Sea, through the wilderness on toward the promised land. And in spite
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Mount Olympus. And | would see Plato, Aristotle, Socrates, Euripides and Aristophanes
assembled around the Parthenon as they discussed the great and eternal issues of reality. But
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Strangely enough, | would turn to the Almightyandsap)) £ UT O Al 11T x [ A OI
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statement to make, because the world is all messed up... Trouble is in the land. Confusion all
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you see the stars.
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Congressman John Lewis
Couldn’t Get a Library Cardin
1956. It Changed Everything

EXPERT OPINION BY MINDA ZETLIN, AUTHOR OF

[ ]
'CAREER SELF-CARE: FIND YOUR HAPPINESS,
SUCCESS, AND FULFILLMENT AT WORK' @MINDAZETLIN
MOment

for Civil Rights Icon s
John Lewis

Being denied a library
card at Troy (AL) Public
Library.

Congressman John Lewis (D-GA) is photographed in his
offices in the Canon House office building.. Getty Images




The Kalros

Moment

for Librarian
Ruth Brown

Fighting for racial
equality and the
Integration of library
collections during the
aaO/ | NlUKe
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